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The 2008 year began the year with to prepare for and welcome our new preps and their families.
Throughout 2008 we continued to provide a varied and enriching program for students in an
inclusive and welcoming environment for students and their parents$ carers.

Summary of the School Year
Term One:
1 Began the year with an enrolment of 378 students including 62 new preps
1 Welcomed Charlene Blake to Area One, and Ceinwen Jones back to Area Two

1 Parents and carers work hard to prepare the grounds for the sif the year and make
creative play spaces
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Spensley Street AEU branch joins stop work action
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Interviews

1 School Council and Parent Association welcome new families at the twilight BBQ
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Students try out for a place in Victorian State sport teams of cricket, tennis, basketball,
football

Area One visit Collingwood Farm

JSC elections completed aficE S Odzi A @S | LILRAYGSR dzy RSNJ ! yy SQa
Thanks to Sylvia we have three Walking Buses
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Completion of a successful financial audit, Glenda prepared absolutely everything
Older students participated in thiater School Swimming Carnival at Fitzroy Pool
Students in the upper school begin the annual trek to Glen Forbes

Parents and Carers come to learn about how Home Groups work
Some groups find out about Minds and Bodies at the museum

Ride To School a hugecsess
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Our Year Five and Six students participate in a kitchen garden survey
We all pose for the school photos

1 Big turnout of parents and carers who want to learn about the reading process and how
they can support children

Generous response to Parent Pagmh system

AGM well attended and we hear about the achievements and acknowledge the work of
Council and sutlsommittees. Andrew Dowling unravels the mysteries of education funding
for us

Term Two
1 Maureen heads for Virginia and Anne moves into the chair
1 We kegin the term with a Curriculum day to find out more about the Artist In school project

1 SPARCS begins with a bang at an assembly extravaganza
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1 New School Council introduced to the community, Rob takes the chair
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1 We welcome preservice teachers from Melbourne and Latrobe Universities

1 Another highly successful Harvest Festival and we officially open the courtyard

1 Big turn up to Year Five /Six Secondary School Information Night and our student shine in
their new sétings Soccer Club on Friday gets even bigger

1 Chess Ed has lots of enthusiastic participants

1 Anne looks for people to water the dry garden beds

1 Prospective parents join weekly tours to find out more about SSPS

1 Camps to Glen Forbes continue

1 Sixtyfour students take part in the district Cross Country

1 Charlene and Sonny tie the knot

1 Maureen sends missives from James Madison University, Virginia
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1 Year Six students select their secondary school

1 Anne and Maureen reporptthe community on student achievement

1 Parents and carers meet teachers to discuss the June Report and give strong endorsement
for current practice

1 Families spend time digesting June Reports

1 Hollie and Dylan share their good news about Rose

1 We review our ldmework and Home Activities policy

i Trivia Night at Richmond oversubscribed, another Fundraising success

1 Glen Forbes gets a makeover and work begins on the grassed area

9 Lauris is smiling, the kiln is ready

1 Reports and Year Books show what our students can d

1 Inter/intra school sport program has everyone joining in and learning about winning and

losing

1 We say farewell to Lara and welcome back Annie and Anna
Term Three

1 Inter/intra school Sport returns for all in Years Three to Six
SPARCS MK2 gets underway
Sola Boat construction begins
Jan begins the Changes program and hosts a parent evening
Maureen announces her decision to retire Term One 2009
bSg FlIYAftASA O2yldAydzS (2 OGAaAG FYR 0SS AyaLA N
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Preps checked out by the schoolree
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Parents have opportunity to respond to annual DET survey

Year Five Six student tell us what they think

Kay and maureen take over planning for Tempting Fete 2008
Excursion everywhere, to Imax, Dromkeen and the Sports Museum
School Athletics at the Haeris has everyone participating

We continue to show visiting teachers from across Victoria the SSPS way of teaching and
learning

Intensive swimming program at Collingwood gets under way

School Planting Day is a huge success

Information night tells familieall about the camping program at Glen Forbes
Oz Opera visits SSPS

Sandra organises another successful Book Fair
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Sue takes leave and Maureen tries her hand in the classroom

Welcome back to Anne and a big thank you to Gerard and Sue B

Fete preparations well under way with Craig and Jane at the helm

OOSH soccer gets bigger and better

Prep to Two studentsdve their very own Olympics

Writers festival continues with visits from famous and not so famous authors

A cast of thousands at the maths Investigations display

Toilet upgrade get underway

SSPS band HOLDS Springtime concert

Term Four
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Hollie stays home to ait and Marita takes over

Clare heads off to Vietham and we welcome Prue

Year One and Two students prepare for camps to Glen Forbes

Fete preparations are happening everywhere

¢ KNES Kdzy RNBR &ai0dzRSyidia adz00SaafdzZ te O2YL}X S4GS
Solar Bat Teams make the most of their day at Science Works Tempting Fete most
successful EVER!

Courtyard discussion is all about class placement

Year Six students head to Coorimungle for a week of adventure

Maureen takes off to London to talk about the SpenSéget way

Teachers continue to be impressed during their visits to SSPS

Prep Transition a great success thanks to students, teachers and parents
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The Yarra Cup is ours

Basketballers make it to Region level

December Reports and Year Books are ready fozatimh

Simon and his band finish the Glen Forbes makeover

Hungry silkworms have us hunting for mulberry leaves

We say farewell to fifty four Year Six students and their families at the Graduation Dinner
Families make generous donations to Smith Family Mfshree

We help families understand about Year Three with a workshop

Huge turn up to farewell picnic
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Fond farewells to Charlene, Marita and our Year Six students and their families
1 Friday December 19th and everyone is ready to take a break.

Each year whehreflect back on our activities | am staggered by the breadth of opportunities there

are for students to extend their interest, for families to learn more about and participate in school

fATST AGQa oKe {LISyafSe {achttS Sudents and theirfamite® We t LI | C
have maintained our strong sense of community, it is a place where there is a genuine sense of
commitment, to provide, within a safe environment a balanced and challenging program.

| am proud of the way we work togegr to make sure that we say is what we do, strengthening our
philosophy and practice will remain a goal. | want to say thank you. | want to acknowledge our

teaching staff who demonstrate their dedication to providing a quality program, to nurturing

studeni 3Q RSGSt2LIVSyYyGs 6SAy3a FGFHATlIo6fS (2 NBaLRyR
continuing to their own professional growth, you are wonderful role models for our students.

To our support people, Jane in the canteen, Sharyn, Carlee and treff the OSSH staff, Andreas

who tends and mends and Anna and Jim who work tirelessly to keep the school clean. They have all
continued to provide a high quality service to our school community, thank you. To Glenda and Jane,
2dzNJ G662 & 7F NP yewhecontinketazasfand th I8e4ily demands of staff, students and
the community, | want to thank them for their contribution to the school and to say how much | have
appreciated their loyalty and good counsel. To Anne, our esteemed assistant printipaljears so

many hats as curriculum convenor, support teacher, school council member and co convenor of Ed
Pol. She is such an important and respected leader in our school. It has been a wonderfully rewarding
working partnership, thank you. | wish you lfer the time ahead.

| want to thank all members of school council who give so generously of their time and expertise to

so many facets of the school, including the canteen, OOSH, environment, finance, fundraising, Ed Pol.
and ensuring a smooth transitido the new principal. To Paula who leaves SSPS we need to
acknowledge your significant contribution to the school over many years, thank you. And to Rob and
who provides both leadership and support to members of the school community, in particular to

Anre and me it is much appreciated.

The enclosed reports of school council give an indication of the richness of our activities, the
achievement of our students and the commitment of parents and carers and show that we are a
great state school.

Maureen Dougla
Principal
March 2009
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PRESIDEMH REPORT
Transitions, Leadership and Community

An important role of School Council is to provide a key link in the selsoahmunity partnership. As
you will see from reading the individual reports from the various cillsommittees, there are many
achievements documented for the 20Q2008 year.

Again, the capacity of school community members to work together, on a vast array of activities
primarily focused on the interests of our students, highlights the strengthimaportance of

students, carers and teachers working collaboratively. We have again shown that we are a skilled,
resilient and committed learning communigyone which is also attuned to environmental
sustainability and the needs of the wider world.

Sine July last year when Maureen announced her intention to retire, we have spent time reflecting
on and working to maintain the important aspects of Spensley Street. Council established the
Transition Working Party to provide input and guidance to the conityuluring the leadership
transition process.

The Working Party built on the excellent developmental work of the School Culture Working Party to

LINE RdzOS | R20dzySyid oa{{t{ {/1hh[ twhCL[9 {¢!¢9a9
which provided an overviewf the school profile and our key principles and practices. A summary
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Principal selection process. A version of the criterion follows:

45S8Y2yaiNI S RrsHipicapécityfar®i@adion for3He Rhole child approach to learning as
exemplified by the socially inclusive Spensley Street curriculum. Strategies currently include the use

of co-operative learning, integrated curriculum, mu#tge groupings and open pldearning areas.

The position requires outstanding skills in working collaboratively and productively with an engaged
YR OFLIofS aOKz22t O02YYdzyAle o¢

In her role as Principal over the past sixteen years, Maureen has made huge contributions to the
educatRy 2F 2dzNJ OKAf RNBY YR adzLJL2NIAYy3I (GKS a0K22f
profound legacy and we thank her for it.

In this report we will also be highlighting some of the achievements as we see them during 2008. We

do so in the knowledge thdhere is a multitude of important contributions by individuals and groups
GKNRdzZAK2dzi GKS a0K22f3> FyR (KFEG 2yS NBLER2NI OFyQi
attempted to limit our comments to the broad issues which have engaged the Coueci2@8¢
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Some of the Many Successes from 2008

Facilities Development

Environmental sustainability has been a featuoair toilets are now water efficient, we have
installed water tanks and witle installing 2 kW Photovoltaic cells for electricity generation.

Glen Forbes camp has been significantly rejuvenated. The laying of the artificial grass has
transformed the playing space and provided a huge lift to the appearance of the school. Tdhanks t
the untiring efforts of the Environment Committee members and others who were involved.

Fundraising

2008 was the most successful fundraising year ever with Tempting Fete breaking income records yet
again. Congratulations to the Fundraising Committeg &nthe many people who contributed to
and participated in the activities.
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Policy Development

Education Policy Committee has revised the Homework & Home Activities Policy as well as
maintaining an overview of trends in curriculum, assessment and rigygppractices.

Out of School Hours Program

This excellent support program continues to assist many parents/carers and it recently received a
GKAIK ljdzZr f AGe€  OONBRAGI (A 2y anfathRyéEmentkvBich feflewtsr 2 y 6 S |
well on the great wrk by OOSH staff and the Committee.

Rob Ryan (President) and Paula Jorgensen (Yieessident)
March 2009
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